
 

J Balvin and Rauw Alejandro: Music, 

Culture, and Latino Identity 

Contemporary Latino Artists on a Global Stage 

Over the last two decades, Latino music has become one of the most influential cultural forces in 

the world. Artists from Latin America and Latino communities have helped introduce 

Spanish-language music to audiences far beyond their home countries. Two artists who have 

played important roles in this movement are J Balvin and Rauw Alejandro. Although they come 

from different backgrounds and represent different generations of performers, both artists have 

helped showcase Latino culture, creativity, and identity on a global stage. 

J Balvin was born José Álvaro Osorio Balvin in Medellín, Colombia, in 1985. He rose to fame 

during the 2010s as reggaetón became increasingly popular around the world. Known for songs 

such as "Mi Gente," "Ginza," and "Ay Vamos," J Balvin helped bring Latin urban music into 

mainstream popular culture. His collaborations with artists from different countries and musical 

genres expanded the reach of Latino music and introduced millions of listeners to 

Spanish-language songs. 

Rauw Alejandro, whose full name is Raúl Alejandro Ocasio Ruiz, was born in Puerto Rico in 

1993. He emerged as one of the leading artists of a new generation of Latin performers. While he 

works within the reggaetón tradition, Rauw Alejandro is also known for incorporating elements 

of R&B, electronic music, dance, and pop into his work. Songs such as "Todo de Ti" and 

"Desesperados" demonstrate his willingness to experiment with different sounds while 

remaining connected to Latin musical traditions. 

Similarities and Differences 

Both J Balvin and Rauw Alejandro have helped increase the visibility of Latino artists 

worldwide. They perform primarily in Spanish, collaborate with artists from many countries, 
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and have achieved success on international music charts. Their 

careers demonstrate that artists do not need to abandon their 

language or cultural identity to reach global audiences. 

At the same time, the two artists represent different stages in the 

evolution of Latin urban music. J Balvin helped establish 

reggaetón as a dominant force in international popular culture. 

During the early years of his career, many music executives 

believed that Spanish-language music had limited appeal outside 

of Latin America. J Balvin's success challenged those 

assumptions and showed that listeners around the world were 

eager to embrace Latino artists. 

Rauw Alejandro entered the music industry after artists like J 

Balvin, Daddy Yankee, Don Omar, Wisin y Yandel, and others 

had already helped create a global audience for reggaetón. 

Because of the work done by earlier artists, Rauw Alejandro had 

greater freedom to experiment with new musical styles. His success illustrates how each 

generation of artists builds upon the accomplishments of those who came before them. 

Building on the Work of Previous Generations 

Throughout history, musicians have learned from and built upon the achievements of earlier 

artists. This pattern can be seen in jazz, rock, hip-hop, mariachi, salsa, and reggaetón. New 

artists often introduce fresh ideas, but they also rely on foundations created by previous 

generations. 

Reggaetón provides a clear example of this process. Artists such as Daddy Yankee, Tego 

Calderón, Ivy Queen, and Don Omar helped popularize the genre during the late 1990s and early 

2000s. Later artists, including J Balvin and Bad Bunny, expanded its global reach. Today, 

performers such as Rauw Alejandro continue to innovate while benefiting from the pathways 

created by earlier musicians. 

This process reminds us that cultural achievements are rarely the work of a single individual. 

Instead, they are often the result of many people contributing over time. Each generation 

inherits opportunities created by those who came before and has the responsibility to continue 

developing those opportunities for future generations. 

The Importance of Cultural Roots 

At Capacitando, we believe that successful Latinos often benefit from maintaining strong 

connections to their cultural roots. A strong sense of identity can provide confidence, purpose, 

and inspiration. Understanding one's language, history, traditions, and community can help 
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individuals navigate challenges while remaining grounded in who 

they are. 

Both J Balvin and Rauw Alejandro have achieved international 

success without abandoning their cultural backgrounds. They 

frequently perform in Spanish, celebrate Latin culture in their 

music and visual presentations, and draw inspiration from the 

communities that shaped them. Rather than viewing their heritage 

as an obstacle, they have embraced it as a source of strength. 

Many successful Latino leaders, artists, athletes, educators, and 

entrepreneurs have similarly maintained connections to their 

cultural heritage while pursuing opportunities in a global society. 

Their experiences suggest that cultural identity and professional 

success are not competing goals. Instead, a strong cultural 

foundation can often serve as an advantage. 

Music as a Reflection of Culture 

Music can teach us important lessons about society and identity. Songs often reflect the values, 

experiences, and aspirations of the communities from which they emerge. For this reason, 

studying artists such as J Balvin and Rauw Alejandro can help students better understand 

contemporary Latino culture. 

As Latino communities continue to grow and influence society, artists will play an important 

role in shaping how people understand Latino experiences. Whether students prefer J Balvin, 

Rauw Alejandro, or another artist entirely, examining their careers provides an opportunity to 

explore broader themes such as cultural identity, globalization, language, creativity, and 

community. 

Discussion Questions 

1.​ How have J Balvin and Rauw Alejandro helped increase the visibility of Latino culture 

around the world? 

2.​ What are some important differences between the musical styles of J Balvin and Rauw 

Alejandro? 

3.​ Why is it important for artists to build upon the accomplishments of previous 

generations? 

4.​ Do you agree that maintaining strong cultural roots can contribute to success? Why or 

why not? 

5.​ What can music teach us about the experiences and identities of different communities? 
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