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ENDEAVORS IN PROGRESS

Discussion Questions: Cheech Marin, Comedy & Film

Comprehension & Recall

1.
2.

3.
4.

What are some of the major contributions Cheech Marin has made to film and comedy?
How did the comedy duo Cheech & Chong help shape countercultural comedy in the
United States?

What social issues are explored in the film Born in East L.A.?

How does Marin’s role in Cars demonstrate his influence across generations?

Analysis & Interpretation

AR

How can comedy be used to address serious social and political issues?

In what ways does Cheech Marin’s work reflect Chicanx identity and cultural experience?
Why is representation in film and media important for communities like the
Chicanx/Latino population?

How does humor make difficult topics (such as immigration or identity) more accessible
to audiences?

Cultural Connections

0.

What impact do you think Cheech Marin has had on how Latino characters are portrayed
in Hollywood?

10. How might audiences with different backgrounds interpret his films differently?

11.

Why is it important that artists preserve and share cultural stories through
entertainment?

Critical Thinking & Extension

12.

13.

14.
15.

Do you think entertainment (like comedy and film) is an effective way to teach history or
social issues? Why or why not?

If you were creating a film about your own community, what themes or stories would you
include?

How does media influence the way people understand cultures they may not belong to?
What responsibility, if any, do filmmakers have when representing real communities?
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