VILLARREAL EDUCATIONAL ENTERPRISES

ENDEAVORS IN PROGRESS

Understanding the Impact of Carlos Gardel

Text Source: Capacitando - Musical Traditions

Part I: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Answer the following questions after
completing the reading.

1. Where was Carlos Gardel born, and where did he
grow up?

2. What type of music is Gardel most associated with?

3. How did Gardel change or influence that genre?

4. What role did film play in Gardel’s career?

5. What major event led to Gardel’s death?

Part I1: Key Ideas and Analysis
Directions: Answer each question with complete sentences.
1. Why is Garlos Gardel considered a transnational icon?
2. What themes are commonly found in Gardel’s music?
3. How did Gardel’s work reflect the experiences of immigrant communities?
Part III: Vocabulary in Context
Directions: Define each term based on how it is used in the article.
1. Nostalgia:

2. Cultural Identity:
3. Transnational:
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Part IV: Critical Thinking
Directions: Think deeper about the article and respond thoughtfully.
1. Why do you think music can be such a powerful expression of culture?
2. Do you think artists today have a similar cultural impact as Gardel? Why or why
not?
Part V: Creative Connection

Directions: Choose ONE of the following activities.

Option A: Write a short paragraph imagining you are living in Buenos Aires in the
1920s. Describe what it might feel like to hear Gardel sing for the first time.

Option B: Create a modern “playlist” (5 songs) that you think represents cultural
identity today. Briefly explain your choices.

Option C: Draw or design an album cover inspired by themes in Gardel’s music (love,
migration, nostalgia, city life).

Extension
e Compare Gardel to another artist such as Facundo Cabral (Use this link to a

Capacitando.org blog post comparing the two).
e Discuss: Should artists be responsible for representing their culture?
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